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100% TobeUs
An exhibition, a project, a manifesto.

From the 5th December 2012 to the 13th January 2013 at MUST - Milano

TobeUs was born as a vent of a designer who become father and could not stand the view of his own children using

toys just for a few hours and then destroying them or stopped looking at them.

According to Matteo Ragni the easiest solution is giving children the possibility to love an object.
So it is obvious to choose the right material, with a recognizable smell, an unquestioned resistance to impact and

texting, and, when the time comes, a dignified end: recycling or reutilization.

This is how the idea of TobeUs was born: toy cars made of cedar wood, strong and sweet-scented, beautiful and clever
because planned by skilful and passionate designers.

Afterwards TobeUs has become synonymous of a way of design and create new objects. And so designers that want to
draw their own TobeUs have multiplied. It seems that everyone has in the drawer an idea for a wooden toy car. But be
careful: TobeUs is made by two cuts in a wooden stump that always have the same size, so a project exercise that
imposes clear limits.

Matteo Ragni has gathered the projects of the great masters of Italian design and then, with the support of Alessi, has
thought to "100% TobeUs: 100 designers for 100 new toy cars": a simple exhibition in an historical place, the Museo
della Scienza e della Tecnologia di Milano, which from 5th December to 13th January will show the value of a

different future.

Matteo Ragni, graduated in Architecture at the Politecnico di Milano. In 2001 he was awarded, with Giulio lacchetti, the
Compasso d'Oro ADI for the disposable biogradable spork “Moscardino”, which is now part of the permanent design
collection at MOMA New York. He has recently won the Wallpaper Design Award '08 with Leti, a table lamp./book end
produced by Danese. Today, along with his activity of designer, he teaches and he works as an architect and an art director.
Recently he has published with Corraini “Camparisoda: I'aperitivo veloce futurista: da Fortunato Depero a Matteo Ragni”,
and "Wallpaper celebrations”. In 2012 he was awarded the desirable award National Prize for the innovation “Premio dei
Premi”, established on concession of The President of the Italian Republic at Cotec Foundation, for the project of wooden
and aluminum glasses W-eye. He also works as teacher in different international universities, art director and architect.
Among his clients: Alpi, Bialetti, Bio Fireplace, Caimi Brevetti, Campari, Coop, Corian Dupont, Danese, De Vecchi, Fiam,
Guzzini, Jannelli & Volpi, Lavazza, Lorenz, Mandarina Duck, Moleskine, Pandora Design, Pinetti, Piquadro, Plank, Poltrona
Frau, Samsung, Suisse Lagenthal, United Pets, W-eye.
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